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(KAFB)

Keesler Air Force Base Medical Center 

301 Fisher Street 

Keesler AFB, MS 39534-2519
(228) 377–1110
Operating Room: 228-376-6000.  
www.keesler.af.mil
Contacts/Site Coordinators: 
1. Matt Thompson, CRNA

Personal cell: (618) 204-0029
Chain of Command

Flight Commander, Chief CRNA

Lt Col Steven Gautreaux, CRNA

Medical Director
Lt Col Sarah Dolbear, MD
Hospital Commander

Col Peter Kulis


On-Call CRNA 



228-348-7008
This phone is carried by someone in anesthesia each day during duty hours
(0630-1600)

Orientation to Clinical Site
· When you know that you have been assigned KAFB, text Matt Thompson as soon as possible. They need at least a 2 weeks’ notice. 
· Introduce yourself and give your name, and the date that you will start the rotation. 
· Matt Thompson will send you some information about the rotation and this will alert him to send an email to the visitor’s center when you arrive the first day. 

· There will be a memorandum located in the Clinical Site Handbook for you to complete and bring to KAFB the first day you arrive. This memorandum will explain the responsibilities you will have while on the base.

· Upon arrival to the visitor’s center, you must have the following:
· Driver’s License

· Proof of car insurance

· Vehicle registration

· DO NOT BRING GUNS ON BASE! Even if you have a concealed carry permit, you cannot bring a gun on base trust me.
· A day or two before your rotation begins, text Matt Thompson again and remind them that you are coming and they will tell you what time to get to the visitor center for base pass processing.
· Student Parking:  Anywhere in front of the hospital in the parking lot, be aware of the reserved parking spots for the command personnel. 
· Hospital Layout:  The OR is located on the 2nd floor, total of 6 OR’s
· Scrubs: DO NOT WEAR SCRUBS TO THE HOSPITAL. YOU WILL HAVE TO CHANGE INTO THERE SCRUBS WHEN YOU GET THERE! 
· Housing:   There is no housing available on base. Most students will commute each day from N.O. or stay locally off base at a hotel or rental. Reservations will be coordinated by the students.
· Required Equipment:  
· Stethoscope
· Bring copies of ACLS/BLS/PALS. Bring immunization record. Give this to Matt Thompson when you arrive.
· There will be in-processing on day one of the rotation which will cover expectations, familiarization of the OR, and badging/systems access.
· Do not use your cell phone while driving on base. It doesn’t matter if you are only talking and not texting. If they see a phone in your hand while driving, you will get pulled over and be given a ticket. DO NOT speed even 1mph over speed limit as security forces are much stricter on base than local police.
· Do not attempt to shop on base unless you happen to be a military dependent.
Experiences Available to the SRNA

· Pediatric surgery (PE tubes, T&A’s), Orthopedic surgery, General Surgery, Urology, Vascular. (OB services are currently closed at Keesler AFB)
· Review all regional blocks prior to start of this rotation. You will have opportunities for Interscalene, femoral, axillary, popliteal, TAP, epidural, and SAB blocks. You will also use ultrasound so please review this as well.

· There will be one SRNA (LSU) each month. If you stay late on a given day, most CRNA’s are very fair and will let you come in later for the next day. I will discuss the possibility of allowing some call shifts, but this is not established at this time.
Daily Clinical Routines

· You will be provided a call list for staff. The expectation is that you will give report on your patient and case either in person or via phone the day/night before your case to the staff member that you are assigned to the next day. The staff can forgo the report at their discretion, but it is your responsibility to be prepared for your case. This means at the very least reading about the case in Jaffe or a similar resource and having an in-depth knowledge of the material covered in the “Patient Report Template” provided by Major Abraham.
· Wear civilian clothes (no scrubs) to the hospital each day and change into the scrubs supplied to the operating room staff.

· Report to the OR no later than 0615. It would be best to get there for 0600 and do a complete machine check each morning so you can finish setting up your first case in time to perform a preoperative interview with your first patient before your staff arrives. Case start times are usually 0730.
· If you know you are going to perform a regional technique for the first case, you should arrive at 0600 to set up your equipment and medications.
· Keesler AFB Medical Center has the Pyxis system and students will be given access on day one.
· At this time there is also a SRNA from the University of Southern Mississippi.
Important Information (please read carefully)
· The CRNA’s expect a lot from the students!
· Be very respectful to everyone on base and in the hospital.
· You will have opportunities for ultrasound regional techniques from day one. You must review your anatomy and drugs. They will expect you to know this. If you don’t know about your blocks and anesthetics you won’t be allowed to do the block. They will ask you many questions. Students that were successful in the past were prepared for this. Be familiar with the contents in both epidural and spinal trays. At this level in your training they will have little patience if you stumble around and break sterile technique. Always have a mask and cap for epidural, spinal, and central line placement. 
· You will be required to do a presentation to the anesthesia staff on training day (third Thursday of every month). They will assign a topic to you.
· Morning report will occur every Thursday morning at 0640 SHARP! Give yourself enough time to set your room up, interview your first patient, and be in place in the anesthesia workroom prepared to give report (according to the “Patient Report Template”.
· The CRNA’s at KAFB like to teach students and they have a great deal of knowledge. As a civilian SRNA, they do not have to allow LSUHSC SRNA students to rotate here. It is crucial that you have a good attitude and are eager to learn. The site coordinators have called the school directly when students were not performing up to the standards that they expect. 
· If you are asked a question and you do not know the answer always follow-up with that preceptor later that day or the next day and give them the correct response when you have researched the question asked.
· Review all the forms attached in the clinical site handbook for KAFB.
· When you know you are assigned to KAFB, if you have any questions call Ray Devlin at (504) 621-9690. I will give you more information about the site. 
· Driving Instructions:

From LSUHSC (N.O.):  Take I-10 East to Biloxi, Mississippi.  Exit 46A-Biloxi/Keesler AFB. Head south towards the beach to Beach Blvd and take a right. While traveling west on Beach Blvd you will go about less than a mile and take a right on White Avenue. This street leads to the entrance to Keesler AFB (KAFB) and the visitor’s center. Stop first at the Visitor’s Center to get the permit to be on base. Prior to arriving to the visitor’s center, you must have your driver’s license, vehicle registration and proof of insurance to enter the base. 
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