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Orientation To Clinical Site
Overton Brooks Veterans Administration Medical Center - Shreveport

510 E. Stoner Avenue
Shreveport, LA  71101-4243

(318) 221-8411
Contact Person: 
Bubba Maxwell, Chief CRNA
Cell:
(318) 455-8580
General Site Information
VAMC Shreveport requires students to visit one month in advance of their clinical experience for fingerprinting and multiple background checks. Please make contact with Mr. Lane Carlisle at lane.carlisle@vs.gov one month prior to arrival.
Students will receive instructions via email to complete the required documentation. Once the student has completed the paperwork, the information provided will be bused to sponsor the students for fingerprinting and ID Card

· Fingerprinting Appointment – Once sponsored, students will receive an email with instructions and a link to schedule an appointment for fingerprinting.  When scheduling:

· Select Agency: Department of Veteran Affairs

· Select: Enrollment – Take photo and fingerprints, present ID documents

· Enter Location data and select Overton Brooks from the list below

· Follow the remaining prompts to set up your appointment

· Please be aware that if the student comes to a fingerprinting appointment prior to provisioning and sponsorship, they will not be able to fingerprint.

· ID Badge – Upon clearance, the Personal Identification Verification (PIV) office will contact the student to come and pick up their ID Badge

· The hospital was structured to serve veterans needs in the Northern portion of our state. The OR suite is on the 3rd Floor north wing. There are 6 OR suites in this facility.
· Driving directions to Shreveport may be acquired online from your home base. Once entering Shreveport/Bossier area advice from students is to Exit I-20 at the #19, Spring/Market Street exit. Take the right ramp to Market Street and veer left to Youree Drive.  At the next light take a left onto Stoner Avenue – the VA will be on your left.
· Students are expected to arrive at clinicals no later than 0645. Parking on the first day is available in the hospital lot on the left as soon as you turn into the VA.  Students do not receive formal orientation.
· Equipment you will need for this site includes: ID BADGE (this is a federal facility and you will not be allowed to enter without proper identification), lab coat, stethoscope, earpiece, and nerve stimulator. All other equipment is provided by the site. Students may also use facility scrubs if they choose to. Advice from students in the past is to read the regional book and have it as a reference.
· You will need proof of ACLS, PALS, BLS, and nursing license. Health Records with immunizations. Please contact Lane Carlisle as soon as the assignment has been made.
Experiences Available to the SRNA

· The VA in Shreveport serves a high acuity older population. No pediatrics experience is available at this site. Students in the past have had the opportunity to learn regional techniques. Types of cases performed are: general surgery, vascular, urology, neurosurgery, and ENT.  This is the place to spread your wings. The staff will allow you to execute your care plan if you have appropriate rationale for anesthetic choices, but always be prepared.

Patient Assignments
· Students may be required to pick up assignments the day before or the morning of, depending on the time at which the OR schedule is available. The assignments will be posted on the third floor on the board of the surgery suite hallway. 
Daily Clinical Routines

0630-1500
· Student must pick up patient assignment if they have not done so the day before. Pyxis code is available to students to take out their own meds. They must then set up their room and wait for patient arrival. First cases begin at 0730.

· The student will receive breaks at the discretion of the CRNA preceptor. The facility has a cafeteria and vending machines in basement. There are no private dining opportunities near the hospital. Refrigerator is available for students who bring their lunch. 

· The SRNA may not leave until being dismissed by their preceptor. Patient assignments are picked up for next day if OR schedule is available.
Lodging and Meals
· No Housing

· There are many hotels and motels in the area. Please contact students with previous experiences at this location for further advice on housing as there may be other options.  Best Western and Chateau Suites have student rates.
· Major grocery chains, Walmart, Kmart and various drug stores exist in Shreveport. There are fast food chain restaurants as well as other small dining facilities available.
· Major shopping centers available in Shreveport are:  St Vincent Mall, and Bossier Mall. Other small strip malls with major stores also exist.
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