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(Tou) 

Touro Infirmary

1401 Foucher Street

New Orleans, LA  70115 

(504) 897-7011

Contact: Brandon Brown Chief CRNA
Work Number:  337-781-9696



Email: Brandon.brown4@lcmchealth.org
Anesthesia Office: (504) 897-8308

Director of Anesthesia: Ananth Desikacharlu MD   (Dr. Desi)
Orientation to Clinical Site
· Parking is free ONLY in the Foucher Garage which is located on Prytania and Foucher.  In order to get free parking, you will need to get your parking validated. Parking is validated in the Nursing Education Building on the 3rd floor.  
· If you enter the hospital on the Foucher Street side, (entrance opens no earlier than 6:00 am) proceed forward to elevators on the right and go to the third floor.  Follow PACU and Critical Care signs through the first set of double doors on the right, and continue forward where you will see the Surgery Desk on the right.  If you enter on Prytania Street side, continue forward, and at the second hallway take a right.  The elevators are on the left then continue same as above.
· The schedule board is located in the Anesthesia Lounge – the door to the Anesthesia Lounge is labeled “Anesthesiology Processing.”  Also, a copy of the surgery schedule is located on the counter at the Nurses’ Station.  This schedule lists the surgeries for your room along with the intended type of anesthesia.

· The Supply Room is located by the door on the right after the Cysto Room #13.
· Laryngoscope blades are located in the room directly across from the Anesthesia Lounge (Anesthesiology Processing room), and the code is 345.
· Men’s’ locker rooms are located directly across from the back door of the PACU.

· Women’s’ locker rooms are located behind the OR board.
· There are 14 OR suites located on the 3rd floor
· The SRNA should arrive no later than 0630 the first day of clinical, at which time he/she will receive a brief orientation

· SRNAs need to see Amy at the Surgery Desk for access to Pyxis.  Amy is the Surgery RN and RN Educator.
· Your patient may be in one of two places:  PACU and SDS.  To arrive at SDS, follow the Surgery Room hallway towards OR #4 and enter through the double doors to the right at the end of this hallway.  The patient charts are at the SDS desk, and a board denotes the room number and SDS nurse for the patient.  The anesthesia paperwork and pre-op form should already be in the chart.  To arrive at PACU, continue straight down the hallway that separates the Women’s Locker Room from the Nurses’ Station.  Last door on the rights enters into the PACU.  Typically, in-house patients are in PACU and patients coming from home are in SDS.  There is no way to know where the patient will be.  Start with one place and go to the next.

· After finishing a case, the patient may go to PACU or SDS.  After giving the report, the paperwork must go to Lori Dachute before starting the next case.  Ms. Dachute’s desk is located in the Anesthesia Lounge.  The paperwork can be left on her desk.
· Required Equipment: Lab coat, earpiece, chest piece, clipboard, reference books, blank student evaluations

· The SRNA is provided Touro scrubs upon beginning the shift. Please allow yourself adequate time to change. Personal green scrubs have been acceptable, but check first if this is still ok.

· If you are unable to attend clinical for any reason, you must notify both the Clinical Coordinator and the School, no less than 2 hours prior to the beginning of your shift 

Note:  Students may be assigned 11A-7P. 

Experiences Available to the SRNA

· The SRNA is afforded a multitude of cases including open hearts, vascular, neurosurgical, robotics, GYN, orthopedics, ENT and ophthalmic surgeries.
· Touro patients encompass all levels of acuity.
· The SRNA has recently been afforded the opportunity to practice obstetric regional anesthesia (located on the 2nd floor).
· OB can be a separate rotation. 

Patient Assignments
Assignments are generally made the day of surgery. Occasionally, however, the schedule is posted early, at which time the student may request a case provided he/she has the okay of the coordinator
· The Anesthesiologist typically does the pre-op interviews the day before surgery
Daily Clinical Routines
0630-1500 Shift
· Set up room

· Obtain medications for your patient (there is a Pyxis in each OR)
· Proceed to either ODS (right past the OR on your right), or to the PACU (located to the left of the assignment board), where the "in house patients" are evaluated prior to surgery.
· Read over and familiarize yourself with the pre-op assessment sheet and confirm completion of all applicable paperwork
· Introduce yourself and reaffirm that the information you have is correct
· Prior to proceeding to the OR, you must first confirm that the surgeon has arrived and is physically in the hospital
· Surgery begins at 0715
· REMEMBER:  Absolutely NO medications are to be given prior to confirming patient signatures on all consents, and previous discussion with your preceptor Additionally, premeds of a narcotic nature should be withheld until you have confirmed that the interview between the circulating RN and patient has been completed
· Transportation of the patients to the OR, then to PACU or SICU is the responsibility of the anesthetist
· SICU patients must be transported on a portable monitor. Upon leaving the OR, however, these patients may or may not be returned directly to the unit
· You are allotted a thirty-minute lunch break, which will be assigned to you by your preceptor. The cafeteria is located on the 2nd floor (on the opposite side of the hospital)
· Your shift ends when your preceptor dismisses you, and you are expected to give a full report to the oncoming anesthetist prior to leaving the OR

1100-1900 Shift
· SRNAs should arrive by 1045 at the latest
· Assignments are posted on the CRNA board across from the OR desk
· Lunch relief will be provided prior to 1400
· All rules from above shift apply
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